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Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Peace Independence Democracy Unity Prosperity

Law
on Lawyer (revised)




Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Peace independence Unity Prosperity

National Assembly ref No 64 /NA.SC
Vientiane, 29 December 2022

Resolution
of the National Assembly
on the Adoption of the Law on Lawyer (revised)

- Pursuant to the revised Constitution of the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic (2015), No 63 /NA dated 8 December 2015,
Section VI, article 53, para 1;

- Pursuant to the Law on National Assembly and the Law
on Provincial People’s Assembly No 82 / NA dated 30 June 2020,
section 11, para 1.

After the 4th ordinary session of the National Assembly, IX
Legislature, has thoroughly and profoundly examined the content
of the revised Law on Lawyer during the morning session on 12
December 2022 and considered the adoption of the Law in the
morning session on 29 December 2022

The Session of the National Assembly decides
Article 1 Adoption of the revised Law on Lawyer with more than half of
the votes from the participating National Assembly members.

Article 2 This Resolution becomes effective from the date it is signed.

President of the National Assembly
H.E Dr Xaysomphone Phomvihane



Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Peace independence Unity Prosperity

President ref No: 019 /Pre
Vientiane, 10 February 2023

Presidential Decree of
Lao People’s Democratic Republic

on the Promulgation of the Law on Lawyer (revised)

- Pursuant to the revised Constitution of the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic (2015), Section VI, article 67, para 1;

- Pursuant to the Resolution of the National Assembly ref
No 64/NA dated 29 December 2022 on the adoption of the revised
Law on Lawyer;

- Following the proposal letter from the Standing Commit-
tee of the National Assembly ref No 01/ NASC dated 23 January
2023;

The President of Lao People’s Democratic Republic
issues the Presidential Decree

Article 1 Promulgation of the revised Law on Lawyer.
Article 2 This Presidential Decree becomes effective from the day it is
signed.

President of the Republic

Thongloun Sisoulith
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Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Peace Independence Democracy Unity Prosperity

National Assembly N: 23 /NA
Vientiane Capital 29 December 2022

Unofficial Translation
Laws on Lawyer (revised)

Part 1
General provisions

Article 1 (revised) Purpose

This Law defines principles, rules and measures on the
organization and activities of lawyers in order to ensure correct-
ness, justice, effectiveness and efficiency aiming at protecting the
rights and legitimate interests of the clients while ensuring justice
for parties, providing evidence to case proceedings, strengthening
justice process, creating conditions for access to justice, building
confidence of people and investors, both domestic and foreign,
fostering regional and international integration and contributing
to socio-economic development for a secured society, social order
and justice.

Article 2 Lawyer
Lawyer refers to individuals authorized by the Ministry of
Justice to carry out professional activities of lawyers in providing
legal service to individuals, legal entities. Organizations and soci-
ety with the view to protecting the rights and legitimate interests of
clients while ensuring justice for parties as prescribed by law.
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Article 3 Definitions

The terns used in this Laws shall have the following
meaning:

1. Client refers to individuals, legal entities or organizations
that have a legal contract with the lawyer;

2. Parties refers to the defendant and claimant;

3. Legal service contract refers to written agreement
between the client and the lawyers on provision of legal services;

4. Client legal representation to participate in court
proceedings refers to being legal representative on court or ...

5. Ethic of lawyer refers to code of Code of Conduct
expressed by acts, words, conscience, fairness, humanity, dignity,
integrity, politeness, and strict compliance with laws in carrying
our professional activities of lawyer;

6. Law firm refers to the organization that provides legal
services by individuals or legal entities namely legal consultancy
companies;

7. Disciplinary Committee refers to the committee that
examines and proposes disciplinary measures to lawyers who
violate laws, internal rules of the Lao Bar or Code of Ethics of
lawyers;

8. Appointment of lawyers on duty refers to the appointment
of a lawyers by the Lao Bar to protect the rights and legitimate
interest of clients;

Article 4 State’s policy on Lawyers

The State promotes and encourages lawyers and law firms to
widely provide legal services to society quantitatively and qualita-
tively.

The States encourages and creates conditions for lawyers
to provide legal services and competitively develop themselves
to ensure the protection of the rights and legitimate interests of
their clients and fully carry out their professional activities in
accordance with their roles, rights and duties as prescribed by law.



Article 5 (revised) Guiding principles for lawyers

The activities of lawyers shall adhere to the following
principles:

1. Respect and compliance with the Constitution, laws,
regulation and ethics of lawyers;

2. High sense of responsibilities and fairness in providing
legal services;

3. Independence in providing legal services;

4. Transparency and accountability;

5. Confidentialité vis-a-vis the clients;

6. Accountability before the law for improper conducts in
providing legal service.

Article 6 (revised) Protection of lawyer

In providing legal service to the client, the lawyers enjoy
protection by law from revenge, threat to life, health, freedom,
dignity, reputation, personal or family assets.

In case the lawyers is, detained, imprisoned or arrested
during their duties, the authorities that detain, imprison or arrest
shall inform the Ministry of Justice and Lao Bar Association within
48 hours.

Article 7 Scope (of the application of Law)

This Law applies to lawyers, Lao Bar Association, Law firms,
individuals, legal entities or organizations, domestic and foreign, in
relation to the activities of providing and receiving legal services
within the territory of Lao PDR.

Article 8 (revised) International Cooperation
The State encourages regional and international relations
and cooperation on the work of lawyers by exchanges of lessons,
development and building the capaCity and competency of lawyers,
provision of assistance to develop this profession and compliance
with the treaties and international Convention to which Lao PDR
is a party.



Part I1
Lawyer

Section 1
Lawyer

Article 9 (revised) Standards and criteria for lawyers

Individuals who will become lawyers shall completely fulfil
the following standards and criteria

1. Being Lao national;

2. Above 25 years of age;

3. Being equipped with pure virtue, morality, ethics, fair-
ness, integrity towards peoples and nation;

4. High legal education and above;

5. Have received justice or lawyer’s professional training;

6. Completed lawyer’s professional internship;

7. Have passed Bar exam;

8. Never been dismissed from public sector or never been
convicted by court with deprivation of liberty for intentional
offences;

9. No being civic servant, military or police personnel on
duty;

10. Being in Good health.

Article 10 Standards and criteria to become lawyers for aliens,

foreign nationals and stateless persons

aliens, foreign nationals and stateless persons who wish to
apply for the professions of lawyers, I addition to all standards and
criteria as prescribed in article 9 from point 2 to 10 of this Law, the
following additional criteria shall be fulfilled:

1. To have received the permit for proper employment or
have permanent residence in Lao PDR

2. Good Lao language proficiency and good knowledge
about Lao culture and high education about Lao Laws and above.



Article 11 Justice or Lawyer professional training
Individual who received justice or lawyers professional
training from the National Institute of Justice will receive
certification from the Ministry of Justice

Article 12 (revised) Weaving from Justice of Lawyers professional

Training

The following individuals will be weaved from justice or
lawyers’ professional trainings:

1. former judges, prosecutors with more than 10 years of
experiences;

2. Law professors, associate professors;

3. Individuals with high law education and more than 10
years working in legal and justice sector;

4. Teachers, professors with more than 10 years of teaching
experience.

Article 13 Lawyers professional training

Individuals who completed justice or lawyer professional
training from the National Institute of Justice shall undertake at
least 6 months internship in lawyers’ profession.

With respect to individuals as prescribed in article 12 point 4
od this Law shall undertake at least 3 months in lawyer profession-
al internship.

The Lao Bar Association issues the certificates to those who
completed lawyer professional internship.

Article 14 Weaving for lawyer professional internship
Individuals as prescribed in article 12 point 1, 2 and 3 of this
Law are weaved from Lawyer professional internship.
The Bar Exam is regulated in a separate regulation.

Article 15 Appointment of lawyers
Before becoming lawyers, individuals shall be appointed by
the Minister of Justice within 30 working days of from the date the
Lao Bar Association makes proposals.



Upon appointment, the lawyer shall register membership
with the Bar Association to receive membership cards and pay
membership fees as prescribed in the Bar Association bylaws.

Article 16 Appointment of attorney

A person who will be a lawyer must be appointed by the
Ministry of Justice within thirty days from the date of the Bar
Council proposal.

After being appointed as a lawyer, he must register as a
leading member of the Bar Council to receive a lawyer’s card as
well as pay the membership fee as stipulated in the internal rules of
the Bar Council.

Article 17 Termination of Lawyers status
The status of a lawyers terminates under one of the follow-
ing conditions:
1. Death;
2. Resignation from lawyers’ profession;
3. Revocation from the list of lawyers for serious violation
of law and Bar Association’s bylaws.

Section 2
Foreign Lawyers

Article 18 (revised) Foreign Lawyer
Foreign lawyers are lawyer authorized to carry out lawyer
professional activities by a competent authority with valid permit.
Foreign lawyers who work in Law firm in Lao PDR shall
receive permit from the Ministry of Justice and register with Bar
Association to be entitle to provide legal advice on foreign and
international laws but are not entitled to provide legal advice on
Lao Laws and be legal representative on Lao People’s courts.

Article 19 (new) Right and duties of foreign Lawyers
Foreign Lawyers who are members of the Bar Association
have the rights and duties as prescribed in article 36 of this Law
except point 2 and 4 of that article.
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Section 3
Legal services

Article 20 (new) Legal services
Legal services refer to the activities of lawyers in providing
legal advice and being legal representatives in court proceedings.

Article 21 (revised) Forms of legal services provided by Lawyers
The legal services of lawyers are provided under the follow-
ing forms:
1. On behalf of lawyer which is legal services provided on
behalf of the lawyers;
2. On behalf of law firm which legal services provided on
behalf of law firms.

Article 22 Legal advice
Legal advice refers to legal views, advice, explanation given
verbally or in writing to the clients or assistance rendered in drafting
contracts, will and other documents.

Article 23 (revised) Participation in court proceedings

The Lawyers can participate in criminal and civil court
proceedings.

The lawyers can participate in criminal court proceedings
from the date the lawyers are mandated by the client or family
members of organizations or appointed by duty upon the proposal
of relevant investigations authorities.

Lawyers can participate in civil court proceedings from the
date the lawyers is mandated by their clients. If the court renders its
judgment or made decision in civil matters in the presence of the
lawyers, that judgment or decision of the court is considered being
rendered in the presence of the clients.

The mandate given to the lawyers shall be certified by Pro-
vincial, Vientiane Capital Bar Association or District, Municipality,
City offices of Bar Association under which the lawyers operate.



Article 24 (revised) Rights and duties of lawyers in court proceedings

In criminal court proceedings, the lawyers have the following
rights and duties:

1. Meeting with client or the person who is going to be
the client upon his/her proposal after his/her detention, arrest, or
imprisonment;

2. To be informed of client’s accusation and participate in
his-her client’s testimony;

3. To examine documents, copy or photocopy documents in
the case file;

4. To present evidence and witnesses;

5. To propose reclusion of judges, prosecutor, investigations
officers, experts of interpreters;

6. To provide views, interrogate other ;participants during
the trial;

7. To reject or lodge petition for inappropriate or inadequate
actions of relevant authorities;

8. To appeal, to request for cancellation of orders of investi-
gations officers, prosecutors or courts orders;

9. To propose his-her client’s released by bail in accordance
with the law;

10. To provide cooperation in accompanying his-her clients
released for preventive detention to the courts or prosecutor’s
offices;

11.To received summon of his-her client to participate in
court proceedings;

12. To accept the appointment to be legal representative
for offences punishable of death penalty and other offences as
prescribed by law;

13. To exercise other rights and perform other duties as
prescribed by law.

Article 25 (revised) Rights and duties in civil court proceedings
In civil court proceeding, the lawyer has the following rights
and duties:
1. To provide advice on the complaint, countercomplaint or



request;

2. To instruct his-her client to mediate with other party and
propose to the court to conduct mediation with parties;

3. To examine, copy or photocopy documents in the case
file;

4. To search for, present evidence and witnesses;

5. To participate in the hearing, to provide views and interro-
gate other participants at thew trial;

6. To propose to recluse judges, prosecutors, clerks, experts,
consultants or interpreters;

7. To reject or lodge complaint for inappropriate of inade-
quate actions of relevant authorities;

8. To appeal or request to cancel court’s decision or decision
of law enforcement authorities;

9. To exercise other rights and perform other duties as
prescribed by law.

Article 26 (revised) Confidentiality

The lawyer and law firm shall keep confidential all commu-
nications including the information communicated with the client
or the person who will be client.

Individuals. legal entities and organizations shall respect
the confidentiality as prescribed on part 1 of this article and shall
not exercise to force lawyer and law firm to disclose confidential
information unless it is authorized by only the client or the person
who will be his-her client.

Article 27 Observance of lawyers’ code of ethics
All lawyers shall respect and strictly comply with ethics in
conducting their legal activities and living in society.

Article 28 Independence of the lawyer
The lawyers enjoy independence in providing legal services
to the clients based on laws and regulations, lawyers’ ethics without
any intervention and obstruction from organizations, clients or
other person.



Section 4
Fees and charges

Article 29 Legal Service fees
Legal service fees refer to renumerations that the clients pays
to the lawyers for legal service provided or legal representations as
agreed in the contract between the clients and the lawyer.

Article 30 (revised) Fees for lawyers appointed by duty
For all expenses namely travel costs, meals, accommodation
for lawyers appointed by duty upon the proposal of the investiga-
tion authorities to provide legal services to offender punishable to
death penalty and other individuals as prescribed by law separate
regulations periodically issued by the State shall be applied.

Section 5
(Free of charge and voluntary) Legal Aid

Article 31 (revised) Legal Aid

Free of charge legal aid refers to legal service to the Poor,
children needing special protection, people with disability, disad-
vantaged people, women and children who victims of violence of
victims of human trafficking, offenders that the Law requires to have
a lawyer for assistance with free of charges from clients through
legal aid organizations based at Provincial office, Vientiane Capital
office or District, Municipality, City office of Bar Association.

Article 32 (new) Voluntary legal aid
Voluntary legal aid refers to legal aid provided to individuals,
legal entities or organizations on voluntarism basis by lawyers of
law firms for free of charge or with reduced charges.
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Part 111
Bar Association

Article 33 (revised) Bar Association
The Bar Association written in short as “BA” refers to a
professional organization of lawyers established with non-profit
purpose to promote the professions of lawyers, enhance solidarity
and protect dignity and reputation of lawyers aiming at ensuring
the delivery of wide, just and effective legal services to the society
and thus contributing to the development of rules of Law state.
The Bar Association carries its activities as a libera profes-
sion and enjoys organizational and financial autonomy under law
and regulations.
Article 34 (revised) Composition of the Bar Association
The composition of the Bar Association is as follows:
Members of the Bar Association,;
General Assembly of the Bar Association;
Executive Board of the Bar Association;
Standing Committee of the Bar Association;
Inspection Committee of the Bar Association;
Office of the Bar Association and training Center;
Provincial, Vientiane Capital Office of the Bar Associa-

AR

tion;

*®

District, Municipality, City Office of the Bar Association;
The Bar Association has its own internal rules.

e

Section 1
Members of the Bar Association

Article 35 (revised) Members of the Bar Association
The members of the Bar Association are lawyers appointed
or authorized by the Ministry of Justice and registered with the Bar
Association.
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Article 36 (revised) Rights and duties of the members of the Bar

Association

The members of the Bar Association have the following
rights and duties:

1. to attend the General Assembly of the Bar Association;

2. to elect and be elected as members of the Executive Board
or Inspection Committee;

3. to provide views on, question the activities of the Execu-
tive Board and the Inspection Committee of the Bar Association;

4. to cast votes to adopt the issues that are brought to the
General Assembly of the Bar Association for consideration;

5. to upgrade professional knowledge, competencies of the
Lawyers;

6. to attend mandatory trainings on the profession of lawyers
organized by the Bar Association of relevant authorities;

7. to disseminate, educate people about laws and regulations;

8. to provide legal aid to people in accordance with laws;

9. to paus membership fees in accordance with internal
regulations of the Bar Association;

10. to financial contribution to the budget of the Bar Associ-
ation on a voluntary basis;

11. to participate in the work, processes or activities
organized by the Bar Association

12. to report on the activities of legal aid to the Bar Associ-
ation

13. to exercise other rights and perform other duties as
mandated by the Executive Board of the Bar Association

Article 37 Cessation of Bar Association membership
The membership of the Bar Association ceases simultane-
ously with th4e cessation of Lawyers status as prescribed in article
17 of this Law
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Section 32
General Assembly of the Bar Association

Article 38 (revised) General Assembly of the Bar Association

The General Assembly of the Bar Association is the supreme
organ of the Bar Association that has the rights to decide important
matters related to the organization and activities of the Bar
Association which is held every 5 years.

The Executive Board determines the number of delegates to
attend the General Assembly.

In case of necessity and emergency, the General Assembly
can be convened any time upon the proposal of the4 Executive
Board, Standing Committee, Inspection Committee of the Bar
Association or at least one fourth of the total members.

The General Assembly can be convened only when it is
authorized by the Ministry of Justice.

Article 39 (revised) Rights and duties of the General Assembly of the

Bar Association

The General Assembly of the Bar Association has the
following rights and duties:

1. to consider and approve the reports on the activities,
financial summary reports and approve the plan of activities and
financial plans of the Bar Association;

2. to consider and approve professional development plan,
internal rules and other regulations of the Bar Association;

3. to elect and Executive Board and inspection Committee
of the Bar Association;

4. to consider, examine, develop and revise laws and under
law legislation related lawyers;

5. to hear reports from training centers, provincial, Vientiane
Capital Office, District Municipality, City Office of Bar Associa-
tion and law firms with outstanding performance;

6. to define DSA or other allowance for the Executive Board
and Inspection Committee of the Bar Association;

7. to consider other important matters.
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Article 40 Resolution the Assembly
The Resolutions of the Assembly are valid when received
the majority of more than half of the attending members at the
Assembly.

Section 3
Executive Board

Article 41 Executive Board of the Bar Association

The Executive Board represents and performs its duties on
behalf of the General Assembly of the Bar Association between
two General Assemblies of Bar Association including monitoring,
inspection of the activities of the Standing Committee of the Bar
Association, provincial, Vientiane Capital Office, District Munic-
ipality, City Office of Bar Association and members of the Bar
Association.

The Executive Board of Bar Association consists of the
President, Vice President and some members;

The Executive Board has a mandate of 5 years and is elected
or dismissed by the General Assembly of Bar Association;

The Executive Board convenes its meeting at least every
three months to examine, consider and decide important matters
related to the work of lawyers.

Article 42 Rights and duties of the Executive Board of the Bar

Association

The Executive Board of Bar Association has the following
rights band duties:

1. to elect or dismiss the Standing Committee of Bar Associ-
ation of a member;

2. to provide guidance for the preparation of and call for the
General Assembly of Bar Association;

3. to summaries and present the plan of activities and
financial plans of Bar Association to the General Assembly of Bar
Association;

4. to supervise, monitor and inspect the activities of lawyers;
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5. to appoint the disciplinary committee;

6. to decide awarding or disciplinary action against lawyers
upon the proposal from the inspections committee of Bar Associa-
tion;

7. to issue or revoke lawyers’ cards;

8. to coordinate with relevant authorities on anything related
to lawyers;

9. toreceived DSA and other allowances in accordance with
internal rules of Bar Association;

10. to summarize and regularly report on the activities of Bar
Association to the Ministry of Justice;

11. to exercise other rights and perform other duties as
prescribed by law.

Article 43 (revised) President and Vice President of the Executive

Board of Bar Association

The President of the Executive Board of Bar Association
assumes also the responsibilities of the President of Bar Association
to provide overall supervision, monitor, foster and address daily
work of Bar Association.

The Vice President of the Bar Association also assumes the
responsibilities of the Bar Association and has the duties to assist
the President in performing duties and is in charge of a task as
mandated by the President.

The rights and duties of the President and Vice President
of the Executive Board of the Bar Association are defined in the
internal regulation of the Bar Association.

Section 4
Standing Committee of the Bar Association

Article 44 Standing Committee of the Bar Association
The Standing Committee manages daily work of Bar
Association in accordance to the plan of the General Assembly and
the Executive Board approved by the Bar Association.
The Standing Committee is elected or dismissed by the
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Executive Board of the Bar Association and the has the same
mandate as the Executive Board.

Article 45 (revised) Rights and Duties of the Standing Committee

The Standing Committee has the following rights and duties:

1. to lead, monitor and manage the activities of lawyers;

2. to prepare and convene the General Assembly of the Bar
Association;

3. the examine, develop or propose for revision the plan of
activities an Financial plan of the Bar Association, Training plan of
Lawyers, Code of Ethics of lawyers, internal rules and regulations
of the Bar Association to the General Assembly of the Bar Associ-
ation.

4. To appoint or dismiss the head, deputy head and assistant
of provincial, Vientiane Capital Office, District Municipality, City
Office of Bar Association;

5. To received DSA and other allowance in accordance with
internal rules of the provincial, Vientiane Capital Office, District,
Municipality, City Offices of the Bar Association;

6. To coordinate with other relevant authorities on matters
related to lawyers;

7. To summarize and regularly report on their activities to
the meeting of the Executive Board of the Bar Association;

8. To exercise other rights and perform other duties as
prescribed by laws.

Article 46 Rights and duties of the chairman, vice chairman and

members of the standing committee Bar Council

The rights and duties of the President, Vice President and
members of the Bar Council are defined in the internal rules of the
Bar Council.
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Section 5
Inspections Committee of the Bar Association

Article 47 (revised) Inspection Committee of the Bar Association

The Inspection Committee of the Bar Association as one
organization of the Bar Association that performs its duties to
inspect the activities of the Bar Association.

And lawyers.

The Inspection Committee is elected or dismissed by the
General Assembly of the Bar Association, has the dame mandate as
the Executive Board of the Bar Association.

The Inspection Committee convenes its meetings upon the
call by the Chair of the Inspection Committee.

The members of the Inspection Committee are not the same
as the members of the Executive Committee.

Article 48 (revised) Rights and duties of the Inspection Committee

The Inspections Committee has the following rights and
duties:

1. To periodically formulate its plan of activities;

2. To monitor, inspect the activities of the Executive Board,
the Standing Committee, provincial, Vientiane Capital Office,
District Municipality, City Office of the Bar Association including
financial situation and assets of the Bar Association;

3. To propose to the Executive Board to consider warding,
applying other policies for other lawyers’ organizations and
lawyers or impose disciplinary measure against lawyers;

4. To receive and examine complaint or proposals related to
the activities of the Bar Association and lawyers to submit to the
Executive Board for consideration;

5. To receive DSA and other allowance as prescribed in the
internal rules of the Bar Association;

6. To summarize and report on the inspection work to the
General Assembly of the Bar Association

7. To exercise other rights and perform other duties as
prescribed by laws.
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Article 49 Right and duties of the Chair Vice Chair of the Inspection
Committee of the Bar Association
The Right and duties of the Chair Vice Chair of the Inspec-
tion Committee of the Bar Association are defined in the internal
rules of the Bar Association.

Section 6
Bar Association Office and Training Center

Article 50 Bar Association office

Bar Association office is an administration organ of the Bar
Association that assists the Standing Committee of the Bar Associ-
ation, plays the role min managing and administrating daily work
related to the activities of the Bar Association and lawyers across
the whole country.

With respect to the structure, staffing, rights and duties of the
Bar Association offices, they are defined in the internal rules of the
Bar Association.

Article 51 (new) Training Center
The Training Center is a technical organizational apparatus
of the Bar Association that serves as secretariat for the Executive
Committee in conducting training on lawyers’ work.
With respect to the structure, staffing, rights and duties of the
Training Center, they are defined in the internal rules of the Bar
Association

Section 7
Provincial, Vientiane Capital Office

Article 52 Provincial, Vientiane Capital Office
The provincial, Vientiane Capital Offices are administrative
organizational apparatus established in provinces, Vientiane capital
that fulfill the critters, plays the role in administrating daily work,
managing the activities of Bar Association offices and lawyers
under their responsibilities.
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Article 53 (revised) Structure, staffing, rights and duties of provin-
cial, Vientiane Capital Offices
The structure, staffing, rights and duties of provincial, Vien-
tiane Capital Offices are defined in the internal rules of the Bar
Association.
Section 8
District, Municipality, City Offices

Article 54 (revised) District, Municipality, City Offices
The District, Municipality, City Offices are grass root
organizations of the Bar Association established in the Districts,
municipalities and cities that fulfill the criteria plays the roles in
administrating daily work, managing the activities of the lawyers
under their responsibilities;

Article 55 (revised) Structure, staffing, rights and duties of provin-
cial, Vientiane Capital Offices
The structure, staffing, rights and duties of District,
Municipality, City Offices are defined in the internal rules of the
Bar Association.

Part IV
Law firms

Article 56 (revised) Establishment of law firms
Any individual and legal entity wishing to establish a law
firm shall receive enterprise registration from the sector of industry
and Commerce in accordance with Enterprise Law, upon Receipt
of the enterprise registration, a permit shall be received from the
Ministry of Justice.

Article 57 (new) Criteria to receive business license
To receive business license, the following criteria shall be
fulfilled:
1. Enterprise registration;
2. Two permanent lawyers and above;
3. Capital, Office and adequate equipment.
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Article 58 (new) documentation to receive business license

The documentation to receive business license are the
following:

1. Application following the template developed by the
Ministry of Justice;

2. Copy of Enterprise registration;

3. Copy of the appointment of lawyers, Lawyers cards,
certification of payment of membership fees;

4. Certifying letters of lawyers’ status from the Bar Associa-
tion;

5. Contract on the establishment of enterprise inn case of
partnership or companies;

6. Copy of contract of permanent lawyers in case of non-own-
ership of enterprise, partnership or shareholders;

7. Certificate of office location;

8. bylaw of the law firm.

Article 59 (revised) Consideration of issuance of business licenses

The Ministry of Justice considers issuing business licenses
to law firms when noted that all criteria are met within 10 working
days starting from the day the full and correct set of documents
is received. In the event of impossibility of issuing the business
license, written notification shall be sent with justification to the
applicants within the same timeframe.

The business license is valid for three years and can be
renewed. The business licenses can not be transferred of handed
over to the persons.

Article 60 (revised) Business activities of law firm
The Law firm has the rights to conduct business in providing
legal services as defined in articles 22, 23, 24 and 25 of this Law
and other relevant laws.

Article 61 (new) suspension of business licenses

The business licenses are suspended under the following
conditions :
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1. with the own proposal of the law firm;

2. to provide legal service not in accordance with the
purpose;

3. lack of criteria as defied in article 57, para 2 of this Law;

4. violation of prohibitions as defined in article 67 of this
Law or other laws that constitutes serious danger;

Prior to suspending the business license, the shortfall in
conducting business shall be notified for improvement and solution

Article 62 (revised) Revocation of business licenses

The business licenses will be revoked under the following
conditions:

1. no improvement, solutions following suspension notifica-
tion;

2. sale, transfer, hand over of business license another
person;

3. violation of laws that constitutes a serious danger.

After the Ministry of Justice revokes the license, written
notifications shall be sent to the Ministry of Industry and commerce.

Article 63 Foreign Law firm

Foreign law firms registered in Lao PDR have the rights to
provide legal advice on foreign and international laws.

Foreign law firms with Lao lawyers as business partners or
based at the firm have the right to provide legal advice on Lao laws
and be legal representatives in peoples\’s court of Lao PDR by Lao
lawyers only.

Article 64 Establishment of branches of foreign law firm
The foreign law firm has the rights to establish its own
branches in Lao PDR as defined in this Law, Enterprise Law and
other relevant laws
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PartV
Legal Aid Fund

Article 65 (revised) Legal Aid Fund
The Legal Aid Fund is a State’s Fund under the administra-
tions and inspection by the Ministry of Justice, established for free
of charge legal aid activities.

Article 66 Sources of funding
The Legal Aid Fund received find from the following sources:
1. States’ budget;
2. Contribution from individuals, legal entities and domestic
and foreign organizations;
3. Social activities and other proper sources.

Article 67 Management and utilization
The Legal Aid Fund is utilized in the administration of legal
services namely transportations costs, meals, accommodation by
appointed lawyers and target beneficiaries as defied in article 31 of
this Law.
The admi ministration and utilization of the Legal Aid Fund
are defined in a separated regulation.

Part VI
Prohibitions

Article 68 (revised) Prohibitions for lawyers and law firms

The lawyers and laws firms are prohibited not have the
following behaviors:

1. Excessive publiCity;

2. To be legal representative for both plaintiff and respon-
dents in the same case;

3. To abuse lawyers organizations of position in Bar Associ-
ation in providing legal advice or being legal representative;

4. To be legal representative for case under his/her responsi-
bility when previously assumed the positions of judge, prosecutors
of investigations officers;
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5. To falsity documents, evidence or memos;

6. To unilaterally cancel legal service contract with no
justification;

7. Unclear service fees in service contract;

8. To ask for services fees beyond that is stipulated in the
contract;

9. To give the promise to win the case;

10. To reveal confidential information about clients;

11.To use bad information of the opposite party irrelevant to
the case as justification for the defense;

12. To use impolite terms, threaten use of violence, defame
other person or organizations, divide or mutually attack;

13. To use membership card in an improper manner or let
other people use it;

14. To avoid being legal representative in the case under his/
her responsibilities;

15. To have other behaviors the constitutions violation of
laws.

Article 69 Prohibitions for clients

The client is prohibited to have the following behaviors:

1. To refuse to pay service charges to the lawyers of law
firms based in the signed contract;

2. To force, threaten, deceive lawyers of law firms to carry
out illegal acts;

3. Unjustified termination of legal service contracts;

4. Use of impolite terms, use of violence, libel lawyers, law
firms and Bar Association

5. To have other behaviors that constitute violation of laws.

Article 70 Prohibitions for individuals, legal entities or other orga-
nizations.
the individuals, legal entities or other organizations prohibited
to have the following behaviors:
1. To refuse to cooperate of obstruct the performance of
duties of lawyers or law firms;
2. To incite other person not to use legal services of lawyers
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or law firms;

3. To provide false information to the lawyers or law firms;

4. To pretend to be a lawyer or falsify lawyers’ cards;

5. To impolite terms, threaten, use of violence, libel lawyers,
law firms and Bar Association.

6. To have other behaviors the constitutions violation of
laws.

Part VII
Management and inspection of Lawyers’ work

Section 1
Management of lawyer’s work

Article 71 Managing authorities for lawyers’ work

The Government centrally and uniformly manages the work
of lawyers across the country by mandating the Ministry of Justice
to take direct responsibilities and ownership in coordinating with
ministries, agencies, local authorities and other parties.

The managing autohides comprise the following:

1. Ministry of Justice;

2. Provincial, Vientiane Capital Department of Justice;

3. District, Municipality, City Offices of Justice.

Article 72 Right and duties of the Ministry of Justice

In managing the work of lawyers, of the Ministry of Justice
has the following right and duties:

1. To formulate and develop strategic plans, policies, laws
and regulation related to the work of lawyers in coordination with
the Bar Association to submit to the Government for consideration;

2. To translate strategic plans, policies related to the work of
lawyers

3. To disseminate laws and regulations related to the work of
lawyers;

4. To define the curriculum for the development and profes-
sional training of lawyers in coordination with relevant authorities;
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5. To appoint lawyers;

6. To remove from the list of lawyers upon the proposal from
the Bar Association;

7. To authorize or revoke the authorizations to and from
foreign lawyers who carry out professional activities of lawyers in
Lao PDR;

8. To issue, suspend or revoke business license;

9. To approve the Code of Ethics of lawyers upon the
proposal from the Bar Association;

10. To consider approving lawyer gown upon the proposal
from the Bar Association;

11. To monitor, inspect the activities of lawyers and laws
firms;

12. To monitor, inspect and address disputes between
lawyers and the Bar Association;

13. To interact and to enhance foreign, international, regional
cooperation in relations to lawyers;

14. to summarize and report on the activities to the Govern-
ment;

15. to exercise other rights and perform other duties as
prescribed by laws.

Article 73 (revised) Rights and duties of Provincial, Vientiane

Capital Department of Justice

In managing the work of lawyers, the Provincial, Vientiane
Capital Department of Justice have the following right and duties:

1. To translate and implement strategic plans, policies
related to the work of lawyers;

2. To disseminate laws and regulations related to the work of
lawyers;

3. To monitor, inspect the activities of Provincial depart-
ment of Bar Association;

4. To coordinate with District, Municipality, City office of
justice in relation to the work of lawyers;

5. To interact and to enhance foreign, international, regional
cooperation in relations to lawyers;
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6. to summarize and report on the activities to the Ministry
of Justice and Provincial , Vientiane Capital authorities;

7. to exercise other rights and perform other duties as
prescribed by laws.

Article 74 (revised) Rights and duties of District, Municipality, City
offices of justice

In managing the work of lawyers, the District, Municipality,
City offices of justice have the following right and duties:

1. To implement strategic plans, policies related to the work
of lawyers;

2. To disseminate laws and regulations related to the work of
lawyers;

3. To monitor, inspect the activities of lawyers;

4. To coordinate with other offices and village authorities in
relation to the work of lawyers;

5. to summarize and report on the activities to the provincial,
Vientiane Capital Department of Justice and District, Municipality,
City authorities;

6. to exercise other rights and perform other duties as
prescribed by laws.

Article 75 (new) Rights and duties of ministries, agencies, local
authorities and other parties
The ministries, agencies, local authorities and other parties
have the following right and duties to coordinate and cooperate
with managing authorities of the work of lawyer based on their
roles and responsibilities for managing the work pf lawyers.

Section 2
Inspection of lawyers’ work

Article 76 (revised) inspection authorities for the work of lawyers
The inspection authority for the work of lawyers comprises
the following:
1. internal inspection organizations which is the same
managing authorities for the work of lawyers as defined in article
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71 of this Law;

2. the external inspections authorities are the National
Assembly, the Provincial People’s Assemblies, the State’s Inspec-
tions Authority, the Federation of Veterans, the Lao Front for Na-
tional Development, mass organizations and the media.

Article 77 Content of inspection

the inspection of the work of lawyers has the following
content:

1. the exercise of the rights and the performance of duties of
the managing authorities for the work of lawyers;

2. the application of laws and regulation in relation to the
work of lawyers;

3. the organization and activities of Bar Association and
laws firms;

4. legal service and professional activities of lawyers.

Article 78 form of inspection

The inspections of the works of lawyers is conducted under
three forms:

1. regular inspection which is inspection conducted regularly
with clear timeframe;

2. inspection with prior notice which is unplanned inspec-
tions when deemed necessary with prior notice to the subject of
inspection;

3. immediate inspection which is urgent inspection without
prior notice.

In conducting the inspection of the work of lawyers, the laws
shall be strictly applied

Part VIII
Establishment date, Budget, Logo, Gown and seal

Article 79 establishment date of Bar Association
The establishment date of the Bar Association is 30 March
1999 which bis the3 date of the promulgation of the organization
and activities od Vientiane Capital Bar Committee.
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Article 80 Budget of Bar Association

The Bar Association has an independent budget with sources
of funding from :

1. membership fees including of foreign lawyers registered
with Bar Association;

2. contribution from members;

3. Training fees and service charges organized by the Bar
Association;

4. Assistance from the State and contribution from individu-
als, legal entities or organizations, domestic and foreign;

5. Other legal revenues.

Article 81 Budget Management and utilization

The budget of the Bar Association is used for the following
activities:

1. Administration of the Bar Association;

2. Activities of Executive Board, Standing Committee and
Inspection Committee of the Bar Association;

3. General Assembly of the Bar Association;

4. Lawyers training;

5. Social welfare for members of Bar Association and other
allowances.

The management and utilizations of Bar Association’s bud-
get are defined in the internal rules of the Bar Association.

Article 82 Logo of Bar Association
The logo of the Bar Association is a circle where there is
a balance in the middle, in the upper part it is written “Lao Bar
Association” Lao and English and two rice ...on both sides.

Article 83 (new) Gown of lawyers
The lawyers have a uniform to wear during the trial approved
by the Ministry of Justice upon the proposal from the Bar Associ-
ation.
In performing duties as legal representative, the Lawyers
shall wear gowns.
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Article 84 Seal of Bar Association
The Bar Association has its win seal used for official purposes.

Part X
Policies towards those with outstanding performances
and measures against violators

Article 85 Policies towards those with outstanding performance
Lawyers, law firm or Bar Association, individual, legal
entities or organizations with outstanding performance in the
implementation of this law namely contributing to the respect
and enforcement of laws, legal service for free of charges shall be
awarded or receive incentives in accordance with the laws.

Article 86 (revised) Measures against violators

Lawyers, law firm or Bar Association, individual, legal enti-
ties or organizations who violate this law namely the prohibitions
causing prejudices to the State, society, individual legal entities
or other organizations shall be subject to education, their lawyers
card being revoked, their business license being revoked, imposed
disciplinary sanctions, fined, pay compensations or receive
criminal sanctions based on the level of severity

Part X
Final Provisions

Article 87 Implementation

The Government of Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Implements this law
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Article 88 (revised) Effectiveness
This Law becomes effective from 30 March 2023 after the
President of Lao People’s Democratic Republic issues the Promul-
gation Decree and published in the Official Gazette
This Law replaces the Law on Lawyers No 06/Na dated 9
November 2016

President of the National Assembly

H.E Dr Xaysomphone Phomvihane
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